
Worksheet
First Amendment -Freedom of Speech
Your group has been assigned the topic of freedom of speech.  To answer questions 1-3, you will need to do some research.  See In Defense of 
Liberty, Chapter 4 (starts on page 43) the Cobblestone issue of Our First Amendment Freedom of Speech pages 1-21 or classroom textbooks or 
encyclopedias that deal with the early days of the colonies and creation of the Bill of Rights.  Internet sources would also be helpful, particu-
larly the National Constitution Center (interactive constitution) http://www.constitutioncenter.org/index.asp and Newseum http://www.newseum.
org/educationcenter/teachingtools/index.htm  Write your answers on the back of the page or attach a sheet of paper.

1. What does “freedom of speech” mean?  Why was it important to the colonists?

2.  Explain how the Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) placed limits on freedom of speech.

3.   In what kinds of situations do you think it would be acceptable to limit freedom of speech?  Give examples.

4.  Read the following summary of the Supreme Court case Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District 393 U.S. 503 (1969)

 Dec. 16, 1965, Mary Beth Tinker, 13, from Des Moines, Iowa wore a black armband with a peace symbol to class at Warren Harding Jr. High.  It was a 
protest for those who died in Vietnam and to support a truce.  It had been announced by the school two days earlier that any student who wore 
an arm band to school and refused to remove it would be suspended.  Both Mary Beth and another student, Christopher Eckhardt, were suspended.  
Mary Beth’s brother John was also suspended the follow day for wearing one.

After the winter break, these students didn’t wear the arm bands, but challenged the ruling through their fathers.  The suit filed in U.S. district 
court claimed that children have the same constitutional rights to free speech inside school as they do outside of it.  The U. S. District Court 
disagreed.  They acknowledged that arm bands were a form of speech but decided that it was the “disciplined atmosphere of the classroom” needed 
to be protected over the student’s free speech rights.  The students appealed but the U.S. Court of Appeals.  The justices of this court were 
not in agreement over the case, so the ruling against the students remained in effect.  The next step was the Supreme Court, who issued its ruling 
on Feb. 24, 1969.  

How would you decide this case?
 


